Discussion
During the last two decades great research efforts have been devoted to the synthesis and designing of metal carboxylates with novel open-framework or microporous structures [1] [2] [3] [4] . Direct use of two type of ligands in the preparation, such as carboxylic acid with imidazole, 2,2'-bipy, 4,4'-bipy, or 1,10-phenanthroline has been found to be au seful method to build hybrid openframeworks [5, 6] . 5-Nitroisophthalic acid (NIP) has potentially four oxygen donor atoms, which can be coordinated to the central atoms in different coordination modes. Many metal complexes with aNIP bridge have been prepared and structurally characterized [7] [8] [9] [10] . The asymmetric unit of the title crystal structure is composed of two manganese(II) ion, two NIP 2− anions, six imidazole ligands and two lattice water molecules. Both manganese(II) positions have same coordination. The six-coordinated metal centres are located on ageneral position, and the N 3O3 chromophore about the Mn centre involves three carboxylate Oatoms from two NIP ligands and one Natom from imidazole ligand at the equatorial sites; the axial positions are occupied by Naotms from two distinct imidazole ligands. This type of coordination has been reported other manganese carboxylates [3] . The Mn-Ndistances are in agreement with values observed previously. The Mn-O distances are similar to those documented elsewhere [11] . The an- 
